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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   

UNPARALELLED OPPORTUNITY FOR ASPIRING LAWYERS: FREE 

NATIONAL BLACK PRE-LAW CONFERENCE AND LAW SCHOOL 

RECRUITMENT FAIR COMING IN OCTOBER  

HOUSTON, TEXAS - The Fourth Annual National Black Pre-Law Admissions & 

Preparation Conference and Law Fair 2008 will be held on Friday, October 10 and 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 at the University of Houston in the University Center in 

Houston, Texas.  This is the nation’s premier information-sharing and networking event 

focused on the success of aspiring Black lawyers.   

This year’s schedule is jam-packed with everything any aspiring lawyer would need to 

know to make a fully informed decision regarding pursuing a professional legal 

education.  There will be powerful and thought-provoking panel discussions made up of 

expert law school administrators and accomplished law students, lawyers, and judges 

imparting information in all critical areas a future law student should become 

knowledgeable about.  Panels will discuss the law school admissions process and what 

admissions committees look for in competitive applicants, the Law School Admission 

Test, personal and diversity statements, financing a legal education, selecting a law 

school, preparation programs, the case method and Socratic method of classroom 

instruction, making the most of the law school experience, diversity issues, passing the 

bar exam, the different legal career options and paths, and finding success in the legal job 

search.  All sessions will be followed by a question and answer period. 

In addition to providing this key “insider” information in an engaging and lively “town 

hall meeting” format, participants will be able to gain small group interaction and 

networking opportunities that they otherwise would not receive in a friendly and non-

threatening environment.  There will be planned icebreakers, speed networking activities, 

refreshment breaks/networking power half-hours, and a networking social/mentorship 

mixer.  Also featured is the Law School Admissions & Preparation Help Advice Clinic so 

attendees can get one-on-one assistance with their application materials and answers to 

their questions.  Moreover, there will be Lunch Round Tables where lunch will be 

provided and discussion facilitated in order to promote more personal interaction between 

prospective law student attendees with each other, and with participating law school 

representatives, current law students, law graduates, lawyers, and judges. 

Furthermore, the popular Law School Recruitment Fair will take place during a dedicated 

time block where pre-law students will have the opportunity to talk to law school 

representatives from numerous law schools at all tier levels from across the country.  The 

past three conferences have attracted over 100 law schools each year.  These schools’ 

presence at the fair and desire to share what their schools have to offer demonstrates their 

interest in increasing diversity and particularly African American representation at their 

schools and in the legal profession.  



A brief morning pre-conference pep talk/motivational session will be given to explain to 

participants exactly what they should do to maximize their experience throughout the 

conference weekend, and to stress the importance of creating a strategic plan to help 

ensure their future success. The conference will officially kick off with a powerful 

opening keynote address given by Shawn Stuckey, a former professional football player 

turned successful and award-winning law student and new attorney, who will share his 

inspiring story of overcoming unthinkable odds and adversity to leading a dynamic life of 

great successes in both the sports and academic worlds.  There will also be a motivational 

closing keynote speech delivered by Vernellia R. Randall, a law professor who teaches in 

the areas of health care, race and racism, gender, and academic support at the University 

of Dayton School of Law and founder of the J.D. Project, and is known as an outspoken 

advocate for the importance of diversity in American law schools. 

New this year will be a very special forum called “The Dynamic Duo: The Power of the 

J.D. and MBA Degrees.” This session is designed especially for those considering 

pursuing both their law and business school degrees, and who want to gain a better 

understanding of the differences between the admissions requirements, the type of 

education they will receive in law and business school, and how both degrees can work 

for them and broaden their career choices.  Participants will have the opportunity to hear 

from persons possessing both degrees, and talk to business school representatives.  

This groundbreaking “must attend” event is completely free of charge, free food is 

provided, and it is open to the public.  High school students, college students, college 

graduates, working professionals, career changers, pre-law and career advisors, 

supporters, and parents who want to encourage and guide their children who are 

interested in law school are all encouraged to come out and take part in what this 

conference has to offer.  Everyone is welcome.  Registration is required and can be done 

quickly and easily online at http://blackprelawconference.eventbrite.com. Further 

information and updates regarding the conference schedule and featured speakers can be 

found at the official conference website at www.BlackPreLawConference.com. You may 

also call 281-247-4026 or send an e-mail to register@blackprelawconference.com.   
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AGENDA/PROGRAM SCHEDULE -  

NEW & IMPROVED FORMAT!  

  

TENTATIVE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE   

FRIDAY 

OCTOBER 10, 

2008  

CONFERENCE DAY ONE  

7:30 A.M. - 

8:30 A.M.  

Continental Breakfast/Fellowship  

7:30 A.M. - 

5:00 P.M.  
Registration – FREE Registration 

7:30 A.M. - 

8:00 A.M.  
PRE-CONFERENCE SESSION 
For Pre-Law Students Only: How to Maximize Your Conference 

Experience/Creating a Strategic Plan for Your Success  

8:00 A.M. - 

9:00 A.M.  
Opening Keynote Speech - Shawn Stuckey, Esq., Accomplished 

NFL Player Turned Successful Law Student and 

Attorney                               

Presentation 

9:00 A.M. - 

12:00 P.M.  
LAW SCHOOL RECRUITMENT FAIR  

12:00 P.M. - 

1:00 P.M.  

Break - Pick Up Box Lunches in the Mediterranean Room  

PLEASE NOTE: You will receive a meal ticket for your free lunch 

upon leaving the Law School Recruitment Fair. 

If you choose, other meal options are available in the University Center 

including Wendy's fast food restaurant and Eric's - a restaurant across 

the street at the University of Houston Hilton. 

12:30 P.M. - 

1:50 P.M.  
SESSION #1 

FOCUS: THE LAW SCHOOL ADMISSIONS PROCESS  
Law School Admissions Deans Panel: What Every Law School 

Applicant Needs to Know About the Law School Admissions Process 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

1:50 P.M. - 2:00 

P.M.  

Break 

2:00 P.M. - 3:15 

P.M.  

SESSION #2 

FOCUS: THE LAW SCHOOL ADMISSION TEST (LSAT) 
Addressing the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) Achievement Gap: 



Keys to Excellent Preparation for Earning the Scores That Law Schools 

Want 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

3:15 P.M. - 3:25 

P.M.  

Break 

3:25 P.M. - 4:45 

P.M.  
SESSION #3 

FOCUS: THE PERSONAL STATEMENT AND THE DIVERSITY 

STATEMENT 
The Personal Statement and the Diversity Statement: What They Are, 

Their Role in the Admissions Process, and How to Write Effective 

Statements That Stand Out 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

4:45 P.M. - 5:00 

P.M.  

Break 

5:00 P.M. - 6:00 

P.M.  
SESSION #4 

FOCUS: FINANCING A LEGAL EDUCATION 
How to Pay for Law School: Information on Loans, Scholarships, and 

Fellowships 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

6:00 P.M. - 6:30 

P.M.  
REFRESHMENT BREAK  

NETWORKING POWER HALF-HOUR  

6:30 P.M. - 7:30 

P.M.  
SESSION #5  

FOCUS: LAW SCHOOL PREPARATION PROGRAMS  
What You Need to Know About Law School Preparation Programs: 

What's Available (Commercial and Sponsored), How to Apply, and 

Their Value to You as a Future Law Student  

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

7:30 P.M. - 7:40 

P.M.  

Break 

7:40 P.M. - 8:40 

P.M. 
SESSION #6 

FOCUS: LAW SCHOOL SELECTION 
The Truth about Law School Rankings, and How to Choose the Law 

School that is Best for YOU 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

6:30 P.M. - 8:30 

P.M.  

Law School Admissions & Preparation Advice Help Clinic(TM) - 

Bring personal statements, resumes, addenda, etc. for this hands-on 

session; You may also bring any questions or concerns you have 

regarding getting into law school, the law school experience, and legal 



careers.  

(E-mail us at info@blackprelawconference.com, and place "LSAP 

Advice Help Clinic" in the subject line.)  

9:00 P.M. - 

10:00 P.M.  
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING SOCIAL/MENTORSHIP 

MIXER - Refreshments served  

Special Guests 

SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 11, 

2008  

CONFERENCE DAY TWO  

7:30 A.M. - 

8:30 A.M.  

Continental Breakfast/Fellowship  

7:30 A.M. - 

5:00 P.M.  
Registration – FREE Registration 

8:15 A.M. - 

9:00 A.M.  

Icebreaker - Networking Activity (bring your business/contact cards)  

9:00 A.M. - 

10:35 A.M.  
SESSION #7 

FOCUS: INTRODUCTION TO THE CASE METHOD AND THE 

SOCRATIC METHOD 
The Academic Demands of Law School 

Followed by  

Mini-Mock Law School Class  

(All registrants will be e-mailed a case to read and prepare.) 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD 

10:35 A.M. -

10:45 A.M.  

Break 

10:45 A.M. - 

12:00 P.M.  
SESSION #8 

FOCUS: THE LAW SCHOOL EXPERIENCE  
The Realities of Life as a Law Student and How to Make the Most of 

the Challenging Law School Experience 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

12:00 P.M. - 

1:00 P.M.  

Pick Up Box Lunches in the Mediterranean Room 

You must bring a meal ticket to receive the free lunch. 

If you choose, other meal options are available in the University Center 

including Wendy's fast food restaurant and Eric's - a restaurant across 

the street at the University of Houston Hilton.  

12:00 P.M. - LUNCH ROUND TABLES  



1:30 P.M.  Eat lunch and converse with current law students, law school reps, 

and law school graduates/lawyers (all registered attendees are 

assigned to specific rooms)  

1:30 P.M. - 3:00 

P.M.  
SESSION #9 

FOCUS: DIVERSITY ISSUES  
Coping with the Additional Burdens of Racism and Prejudice in the 

Law School Environment and Legal Work Setting 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

3:00 P.M. - 3:10 

P.M.  

Break 

3:10 P.M. - 4:30 

P.M.  
SESSION #10 

FOCUS: THE BAR EXAM 
African Americans and the Bar Exam: Understanding Exactly What It 

Takes to Pass and Earn Your License to Practice Law 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

4:30 P.M. - 5:00 

P.M.  
REFRESHMENT BREAK - NETWORKING POWER HALF-HOUR  

5:00 P.M. - 6:30 

P.M. 
SESSION #11 

FOCUS: CAREERS 
African American Lawyers: Diverse Career Paths and Options  

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD 

***  

CONCURRENT SESSION #11 

FOCUS: CAREERS 
What Legal Employers are Looking for in Competitive Candidates for 

Summer and Permanent Attorney Positions 

QUESTION & ANSWER PERIOD  

6:30 P.M. - 6:45 

P.M.  

Break 

6:45 P.M. - 7:45 

P.M.  
Closing Keynote Speech - Vernellia R. Randall, Professor of Law 

and Founder of the J.D. Project  
Legacy Builders Awards Presentation  

7:45 P.M. - 8:00 

P.M.  

Complete Conference Evaluations and Return  

8:00 P.M. - 9:00 

P.M.  

Speed Networking Activities 



9:00 P.M. - 

12:00 A.M.  
OFFICIAL CONFERENCE AFTER-PARTY  

"CLUB ESQUIRE"  

$10.00 Admission  

Music, entertainment, and beverages will be provided.  
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


